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The Other Pro Patria Item
by Richard T. Hall

Swiss collectors are all familiar with the Bundesfeier postal cards issued between 1910 and
1937 . This series of postal cards ceased with the issuance of the first Pro Patria stamp in 1938 . Many
Swiss collectors are unaware that the Pro Patria Foundation continued issuing Bundesfeier post cards
from 1938 to 1960 . Like the Pro Juventute cards, these later Bundesfeier cards were post cards, not
postal cards – that is they had no imprinted stamp or indicia . But like the Pro Juventute cards [TELL
September 2006], they form an interesting and colorful sidelight to a Pro Patria collection.

The latest catalog I have been able to find listing these
post cards is Hans Schwarzenbach's Ersttag- und Spezialkatalog
Schweiz - Liechtenstein - UNO
Genf, published in 1984 . These
cards are collected in four ways:
mint, used with appropriate Pro
Patria franking, used with first
day cancellation of the
appropriate Pro Patria stamp,
and used with the appropriate
Pro Patria stamp cancelled in
Rütli on August 1. The 1984
catalog values of the mint cards
ranges between 5 and 15 Sfr.
Cards (continued on page 6)
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From the President's
Album

by Harlan F. Stone

Since our last formal AHPS Board of Di-
rectors meeting in St. Louis in February, we
have made significant progress on several
important projects . First, you will receive later
this year a ballot asking you to approve updated
bylaws for the society. These bylaws will be-
come part of an application that Vice President
Bruce Marsden is preparing for incorporation of
the society in New Jersey.

Second, we now have a preliminary out-
line for our proposed book on "the fundamentals
of Swiss philately", drafted by Secretary Dick
Hall. This has been added to our AHPS website
at www.swiss-stamps .org so you can review the
proposed contents and send suggestions to Dick.
We need volunteers to write some of the individ-
ual chapters . The authors will receive by-lines.

To recruit new members we are offering
AHPS memberships through "buy it now" eBay
sales . Ian Gilchrist, an AHPS member and long-
time advertiser in Tell as I. G . Stamps in
England, has agreed to list our membership offer on
his website, www .igstamps .com, which includes
eBay auctions of Swiss philatelic material.

Emil Tobler, our circuit sales manager
since 1984, needs more sellers . Although the
new self-insurance fund to cover lost books has
only surpassed $250, it is growing steadily
through the small insurance fees that all buyers
pay. Emil reports that in two recent cases
buyers kept circuit books long after the 7-day period
in the rules. In one case a member kept books
for three months and in the second case an
AHPS officer took two months to forward books.
Such delays are a disservice to all participants.

Since our May announcement to create
an AHPS team of exhibitors for next March's
APS AMERISTAMP in Charlotte, N .C., only two
members have signed up . We need three more.
Here's an opportunity for new AHPS exhibitors
to start with only one frame (16 pages) and the
support of the other team members . The entry
procedures are available from me by mail or
email .

Auction Manager Gordon Trotter has
been profiled as a "volunteer extraordinaire" in a
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new electronic newsletter from the National
Postal Museum. For 14 years he has been using
his philatelic knowledge and computer skills as
a specialist and docent in the Washington mu-
seum's Collections Department . His AHPS con-
nections are described.

AHPS member Roger Heath's exception-
ally detailed exhibit on "DeCoppet Razor Can-
cels of Switzerland" is one of 215 online exhibits
from 28 countries currently available for viewing
on www .japhila.cz. You must click on the
American flag to find Roger's research-full
study. The only displays by Swiss exhibitors are
on French, Russian and Argentine subjects.

Four other Swiss-related exhibits are on
view at www.unpi.com, the website of United
Nations Philatelists : "Swiss Official Stamps for
the UN European Office and International
Agencies" and "Service of Intellectual Aid to
Prisoners of War" by Tony Dewey, an AHPS
member; "A History of the League of Nations" by
Grey Galetti ; and "The United Nations Euro-
pean Office" by Jack Mayer.

Copies of Alphorn? Postal
History Study Group?

Our indefatigable Dick Hall has been
scanning not only older issues of TELL to mount
on our website, but the journals of AHPS's
predecessor societies and others as well . Check
them out on our website! He still needs copies of
the Helvetia Society Bulletin, the Alphorn:

October 1971, Volume 23 #8
November 1971, Volume 23 #9

Also Numbers 13 and 23 of the Newsletter of the
Postal History Study Group.

Can anyone lend copies to Dick?

Edwin L. Chalfant
by: Michael J. Gartzke

Edwin L. Chalfant (Ed) died May 11 after
a two-month illness at the age of 77 . Originally
from Streator, IL, Ed served in the Army at
Camp Cooke in northern Santa Barbara County
in the early 1950s . Ed and his wife Goldie
stayed in Santa Barbara after his discharge.
While working for a local printing company, Ed
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started Riviera Stamps in 1955 . Santa Barbara
is known as the American Riviera due to the
proximity of the mountains to the sea of this
community, 100 miles north of Los Angeles.

After operating a stamp store for a couple
years, Ed took his business exclusively mail or-
der. He had acquired a major dealer's stock,
which included a large amount of Swiss material
and decided to specialize in Swiss stamps exclu-
sively until he closed his business in 2005 due to
failing eyesight.

From approval books to want lists to pe-
riodic auctions and bulletin offerings, Ed became
one of the premier sources of Swiss stamps in
the US . He particularly liked 19th century clas-
sics as well as WWI and WWII soldier stamps.
His auctions offered seldom-seen material de-
rived from his domestic as well as international
contacts . He was a firm believer in attestation
certificates for early Swiss material and most of
the classic material that Ed offered came with
Swiss expert certificates.

Ed was a tireless promoter of the AHPS,
frequently promoting the organization to his
customers in his newsletters . Ed attended nu-
merous annual meetings of AHPS, most recently
the 2006 WESTPEX show in San Francisco.
AHPS awarded Ed a life membership to the So-
ciety in 2004 for his lifelong efforts benefiting
Swiss philately in the US.

Ed is survived by his wife of 55 years,
Goldie, their three sons, two daughters-in-law
and seven grandchildren . Goldie worked beside
Ed in the business for many years, and long-
time Swiss collectors know her as well . She can
be reached at P . O . Box 6250, Santa Barbara,
CA 93160 . Ed's family has requested that any
memorial donations be made to the Yosemite
Fund, 155 Montgomery St #1104, San Francisco,
CA 94104.

Author note : I met Ed after moving to
Santa Barbara in 1971 as a high school student.
I learned a lot about Swiss philately from him.
While in high school and college, I mailed his
bulletins, prepared approval books, broke down
collections and did whatever other tasks he en-
trusted me with . For at least the last 15 years,
Ed and I had lunch weekly and talked often
about stamps, family, politics and the San Fran-
cisco 49ers. I am a charter member of AHPS
and attended my first annual meeting with Ed
at the 2006 WESTPEX show.
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Major Printing Error
by George Struble

No, not a stamp. Some copies of the May
TELL were printed with pages 15 and 2 re-
peated where pages 8 and 9 ought to be . Any of
you who received this error can contact me ; I
will send you correct pages 7 to 10, which can
replace that incorrect sheet in your copy.

On the other hand, I have three copies of
the error, and will send them to the first three of
you who send me $15 .00 each (proceeds to the
AHPS, of course) . Would your collection of
TELLs be complete without this major error?!

Happy Anniversary,
Zumstein!
On October 1, 2005, the firm of Zumstein cele-
brated its hundredth anniversary . The occasion
was marked by a historical article in the Berner
Briefmarken Zeitung, 11/05; this survey is based
on that article.

Ernst Zumstein had been interested in
philately since boyhood ; after he finished his
business school studies, he traveled to London
where he became familiar with the stamp busi-
ness . Shortly after his return to Bern, he
founded the firm "Briefmarkenbörse Bern, Ernst
Zumstein ."
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The firm's first decade was a whirlwind
of activity. Zumstein started a stamp newspa-
per in 1907, and since 1915 it has had the name
Berner Briefmarken Zeitung . For some years
there was also a French language edition.

The company acquired a number of out-
standing collections, and business grew . Espe-
cially significant was the collection of Mirabaud
– containing, among other treasures, more than
1400 Cantonal stamps! Growth forced moves to
larger quarters five times in the first decade!
The company now owns its building at
Zeughausgasse 24 in Bern.

IN 1909, Zumstein and some friends in
the Bern philatelic Club organized the first in-
ternational philatelic exhibition on Swiss soil.
Among the outstanding collections shown was
that of King George V, the first time any of his
collection had been seen outside Britain . The
total value of all the exhibits was said to be
5,000,000 francs – when an 1843 Geneva double
eagle stamp was worth 750 francs!

The first edition of the Zumstein Special-
ized Catalog of Swiss Stamps was published in
1909. These catalogs – including the latest one
in 2000 – are monumental works of scholarship
that have deepened the study of Swiss philately
for generations of us . The company also pub-
lishes a Europe catalog and the Swiss postal sta-
tionery catalog, in addition to the annual catalog
of Switzerland and Liechtenstein.

Ernst Zumstein died in 1918 of influenza
during the great epidemic that year . Mr. E.
Nötzli led the company until 1930, when Arthur
Hertsch, who had been technical director since
1920, took the reins . Since then, it has been a
family enterprise ; When Arthur Hertsch, Sr . re-
tired in 1964, his son Max Hertsch, who had

been active in the company since 1941(!) and
been collections associate since 1953, became the
head of the company. He is still there! Since
1983, Christoph Hertsch (fourth generation) has
been making his mark . Christoph is leading es-
pecially in utilization of more modern technol-
ogy, such as the Zumstein website
(www . briefmarken . ch ).

A. Hertsch, M. Hertsch, and Ch. Hertsch, "100
Jahre Zumstein am 1 . Oktober 2005," in Berner
Briefmarken Zeitung 11/05, pp . 113-116.

Edmund C. Walton
March 29, 2007

by Chuck LaBlonde

Ed Walton passed away suddenly and
peacefully at his home on March 29, with his
wife Hannah at his side . Ed served the City of
Scarborough, Works Department, for 37 years
and retired as Deputy Works Commissioner . He
was a member of numerous organizations, in-
cluding the Professional Engineers of Ontario.
He was an avid skier, (continued on page 16)
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The Other Pro Patria Item
(Continued from page 1) used with the appropriate Pro Patria stamp range between 8 and 30 Sfr .,
cards used on the first day of the Pro Patria stamps between 40 and 550 Sfr., and used at Rütli on Au-
gust 1 between 30 and 70 Sfr . So, except for the first day cancelled cards, these items can form an in-
expensive addition to your Pro Patria collection.

Table I is a listing of the 30 cards issued between 1938 and
1960 . In most years only one card was issued . Two cards were is-
sued in 1938, 1939, and 1945 . Five cards were issued in 1944 as a
special commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the Battle of St.
Jakob an der Birs . The cards are easy to identify, as the year of issue
is indicated on each card .

Let me whet your appetite for these cards by
showing you a few examples. Figure 1 shows the first

two cards issued in 1938 to-
gether with the message side of
the card, which is typical of all
the Pro Patria cards.

The 1939 "Knaben mit
Schweizerfahne" card in my
collection has interesting

franking. Figure 2 shows the picture
and message side of this card.
The card was sent to the
United States and is franked
with the 1939 Pro Patria stamp
(Zumstein WII 2) but also with
the 1939

Landi (Schweizerische Landesausstellung)
stamp (Zumstein 219).

The 1940 card, Figure 3, the first is-
sued after the outbreak of World War II, is a
stunning red and gold design created by
Charles L'Eplattenier, well known to Swiss
collectors as the designer of the Helvetia
with Sword definitives.
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As I mentioned above, in 1944 the Pro Patria cards were issued in a set of 5 commemorating
the anniversary of the Battle of St . Jakob an der Birs (see the 1944 10c + 10c Pro Patria stamp,
Zumstein WII 23) . This series of cards was sold in an envelope with a small brochure enclosed describing
the battle in four languages – German, French, Italian, and Romansch . The cards themselves repro-
duce various artists' representations of the battle . Figure 4 shows the envelope and the brochure.
Figure 5 shows the front and back of one of the cards from the set. There is one thing about this issue
that puzzles me. If you look at the envelope at the lower left corner, it reads "Postfach Hauptbahnhof
ZURICH" . My copy of this envelope is postmarked on the back as shown in Figure 6, "Zürich 3
Hauptbahnhof * Fächer * ", which ties in with the printed location on the front . My puzzle is, were
these cards sold at different locations over Switzerland with the selling point indicated on the front
and the corresponding cancel on the back? If you have a copy of this issue in your collection with a
different front location, could you let me know?

The Pro Patria cards often reproduced paintings by famous
Swiss artists. The 1945 cards show reproductions of paintings by
Ferdinand Hodler (see Zumstein 565) (Figure 7) and Giovanni Gia-
cometti (see Zumstein 511) (Figure 8), and the 1952 card shows a
painting of Albert Anker (see Zumstein 651) (Figure 9).

The last card in
the series was issued in 1960 and shows William Tell leaping from Gessler's boat in the storm at what
is today the site of the Tellskapelle on the Axenstrasse (Figure 10).

I hope this brief survey of an interesting sidelight of Swiss philately has piqued your interest
and that you might find a way to incorporate some of these cards into your collection.

Table I: Pro Patria Cards

	

1938 1

	

Campanile

	

1946 16

	

Der Auswanderer

	

2

	

Blumenfenster

	

1947 17

	

Lampionumzug

	

1939 3

	

Knaben mit Schweizerfahne

	

1948 18

	

Die Wiege der Eidgenossenschaft

	

4

	

Mutter mit Kind

	

1949 19

	

Die Gotthardpost

	

1940 5

	

Knabe mit Armbrust

	

1950 20

	

Bauer mit Ochsengespann

	

1941 6

	

Eidgenosse

	

1951 21

	

Mutter von ihren Kindern umgeben

	

1942 7

	

Tessinermädchen

	

1952 22

	

Kappeler Milchsuppe

	

1943 8

	

Sennen um das 1 . Augustfeuer

	

1953 23

	

Der Mäher

	

1944 9

	

St. Jakob an der Birs (Schilling)

	

1954 24

	

Knabe auf einem Schimmel

	

10

	

St. Jakob an der Birs (Tschachtlan)

	

1955 25

	

Alpaufzug

	

11

	

St. Jakob an der Birs (Vogel)

	

1956 26

	

Am Haspel

	

12

	

St. Jakob an der Birs (Disteli)

	

1957 27

	

Barmherziger Samariter

	

13

	

St. Jakob an der Birs (Merian)

	

1958 28

	

Mittagsrast auf dem Felde

	

1945 14

	

Mutter und Kind (Hodler)

	

1959 29

	

Thunersee

	

15

	

Mutter und Kind (Giacometti)

	

1960 30

	

Der Tellensprung
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Donations to the West-
ern Philatelic Library

by Dale Eggen
Editor's note : This was written before we knew of Ed
Chalfant's death.

At our last year's annual meeting in con-
junction with WESTPEX 2006, I made a request
for donations of Swiss philatelic literature to the
Western Philatelic Library . This library is home to
our own society's extensive bibliography on the
philatelic literature of Switzerland (6,000 Swiss
entries and 1,000 Liechtenstein entries) . Chuck
LaBlonde, George Struble, Ed Chalfant, and Steve
Turchik stepped forward with significant contribu-
tions to the library greatly expanding its holdings in
the Swiss area.

This month I would like
to make special mention of the
donations by Ed and Steve . Ed
lives in Santa Barbara, and
Steve lives in Santa Paula not
too distant southeast from Santa
Barbara. Because of the size of
the donations, I told Ed and
Steve we would come down and
pick up the material . Late in
October, my wife Edie and I
drove to Santa Barbara for a
long weekend and to pick up the
donations. What a wonderful weekend — beautiful
Santa Barbara at its best and a chance to visit two
extremely knowledgeable Swiss
philatelists.

Ed Chalfant, who for
years was a Swiss specialty
dealer doing business as Riviera
Stamps, included in his dona-
tions a complete run of the
newsletter he published every
month for years . I believe this
may well be unique because Ed
saved only one copy of each and
the probability is extremely
small he had any customer over
all these years who also saved every newsletter . A
number of times in the past I had tried to get Ed to
provide a copy of what he had done to date . But
that would have been a substantial reproduction
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job. Now that Ed is retired, he was happy to donate
his complete run.

My interest in this run as a donation was
that Ed's newsletter was more than just offers and
auctions . It contained many notes and tidbits of
significant interest to philatelists . Even the offers
and auction listings contained additional informa-
tion very useful to the collector . At present, the run
of this newsletter is in the archives of the library
and is available to serious researchers at the library.
Hopefully we can eventually get it scanned and
available on-line.

Visiting Steve, it was clear that on the trip
home the car was going to be much more packed
than I had planned. Also, it was more than clear
that I had not allowed nearly enough time for my
visit but as with any true philatelist, I did find a

way to stretch the time, and
Edie, who was wandering the
shops of Santa Barbara, was
more than understanding.
What a library! I just need to
convince him to donate even
more .

In addition to Steve's
Swiss donations, he made a
number of other donations.

Because of the nature
of much of the donations, not
all can be found on the

shelves . But all material is available for research at
the library. I would also be happy to attempt to
answer questions anyone has about the library . I

can be contacted by writing to
Dale Eggen, Western Philatelic
Library, P. O . Box 2219,
Sunnyvale, CA 94087 . If you
are going to be in the Bay Area
and would like a little tour of
the library and its holdings or
some assistance in trying to
find information of interest,
please write me at least one
month in advance.

I have begun construct-
ing a website relating to the

Swiss holdings of the library . This may be found at
http://qzx .mysite .com. Be sure to close out any
pop-ups to do a < cntrl F > search of text .
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Rayon I Dark Blue (Zumstein 15 I) with mis-
aligned printing (genuine or fake?)

by George Valby

This is an interesting item, but may be a forgery . Its
black printing is very smeared/weak, but appears to conform
closely to type 35 . The registration between the colors is sig-
nificantly off: the red print is about 1/2 mm to the left of the
blue print, and the black print is about 1 .5 mm to the left of the
blue print . The cancellation, "P.D", appears to be #336 of the
Andres/Emmenegger Handbuch. The stamp has a "J .H.
Stolow" mark on the back, and also what may be another expertising mark.

The blue is heavily marbled, mak-
ing the black print that much harder to
see. To aid in investigation, I "neutralized"
the marbling using Adobe Photoshop.

My identification of Type 35 is pri-
marily through the shape of the flags and
the background lines in the upper part of
the stamp, where they are somewhat more
clear .

The match to type 35 is good, but
not perfect, at least compared to the type
35 illustrated in the plate from the 1924
Zumstein catalog (some detail shown to the
left, below). For example, the outer and

inner bends in the left flag are a little "flatter" in
the Zumstein plate, compared to this stamp . The
major difference is, however, the apparent numeral
1 instead of the Roman numeral I . I suppose it
could be a printing effect that makes it look that
way, but it is very
striking, and at first I
believed this marked
the stamp as a forgery,
but now am unsure,
since I have seen other
type 35 examples with
this style of 1" . The
overall shape of the
stamp

	

corresponds
well to other dark blue Rayon I items I know to be genuine : the ratio of
the height to width is 1 .262 . There is a distinct break in the upper frame
line, near the upper right corner . I tentatively conclude from this that
the stamp is not from stone A2 nor A3, which were also used for the light
blue Rayon I. (The Colombi book does not show any such break for Type
35, stones A2 and A3 .) Thus, if genuine, the stamp is probably from one
of the other two stones used for the dark blue Rayon I.

The jury is still out on this item. Any comments regarding this
item or my analysis are more than welcome! You can email me at george .valby@earthlink.net
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Matterhorn Meanderings
by Richard T. Hall

Let me start this month with some questions you readers have submitted . First of all, from Ed

Duliba. He first mentions that back in 1999 he asked a question which I've never gotten an answer to.
Let me quote from my column in the September 1999 TELL: "A member has a copy of Zumstein 144

(the 10c Peace issue of 1919) which has been overprinted "Bela Szekula, Luzern" and canceled in
Luzern on October 18, 1919 . I recall that Szekula was a stamp dealer who created many philatelic
items which now grace our collections. My questioner asks if this overprint had any official tolerance
and if anyone has any further information on the overprint . " So let me ask the question again, can

anyone give Ed some help on this question?

Ed goes on with a couple of new questions, the first of which is : "I see in many articles that

specific printing plate positions are claimed for Standing Helvetia stamps . Has anyone ever published

this information so that one can distinguish printing plate positions for the Standing Helvetia
stamps?" Surely, there is someone out there than can help Ed with this question.

Ed's final question is : "Has anyone every published information so that one can distinguish
printing plate positions for the IKW stamps? About 15 years ago, an AHPS member claimed in TELL

to have plated the issue but I have never seen any further information about it . " Any help?

Calvin Deem wrote me asking about the cancels on a stamped envelope of a cover from Zürich
to Wadenswil . He can decipher one of the dates, 8 October 1868 . Through the kind assistance of Karl
Gebert, he was able to determine that the cancel of that date reads : "Zürich Aufgabebureau" (Zürich

Deposit Office) which was a counter-service window at the main Zürich post office for parcels and
C .O .D. mail. There is a second marking on the cover with the date of 7 October 1868 . Calvin sent me

a scan of the two markings . The second marking is in blue ink and only the portion from 12 o'clock to

4 o 'clock was struck hard enough to read. Between 3 o'clock and 5 o'clock is the word "ZURICH ." read-

ing towards the outside of the circle . From 12 o'clock to 2 o'clock is a word ending in "BER" reading

towards the inside of the circle . I'd include the scan but I know it wouldn't show up here . Can any-

one help Calvin decipher this mystery marking?

Speaking of Karl Gebert, many of you are familiar with his "Poststellenchronik Schweiz " which

lists all the post offices in Switzerland from 1849 to date . Karl has now made he work available on-

line at the SVP (Schweizerischen Vereins der Poststempelsammler) website, and he has updated it to

June 1, 2007 . It is a pdf file of over 180 pages with extensive introductions in German, French, and

English. The website address to download this valuable file is:

www. svps-ascep.ch/kataloge/poststellenchronik/poststellenchronik .html

Thanks to Karl for providing this to all those interested.

Also speaking of the SVP, a new edi-
tion of their K-cancel catalog will be published
in August both as a two-volume catalog and as
a CD-ROM. When I have further details on

its cost and where to order it, I'll let you know.

I am beginning to wonder if English is
not becoming the principal language of

Switzerland. The margin of the new Roger Federer
sheetlet of 10 contains the wording "February

26, 2007 Roger Federer World's #1 player for
ATP-record 161 consecutive weeks ." No
German, no French, no Italian! I wonder what

sort of comments appeared in the press when
they saw the English-only inscription.
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When the new Museum of Communication lenticular-printed stamps were announced, I was
curious as to what form it would appear in . If you remember, the Embroidery stamp came in the
miniature sheets (Zumstein #999) as well as single stamps (Zumstein #998) electronically cut from
large sheets from the embroidery machine . The wooden stamp (Zumstein #1133) was sold as single
copies from "decks" of the stamp . Well, to answer the question for the Communication stamps, they
come in sheets of 12 (2x6) . The stamps are affixed to a translucent sheet of plastic, each stamp on a
rouletted rectangle 58x37 mm . The right "selvedge" is 16 mm in width and contains the row value in-
formation (1.70, 3.40, etc .) and the "Die Post La Poste La Posta" logo in the lower right hand corner.
The left "selvedge" is about 11 mm in width and is blank except for the item number (523 311) in the
upper left hand corner. The top and bottom "selvedges" are 8 mm in width and contain the issue
name (Special stamps Museum of Communication) in German (UL), French (UR), Italian (LL), and
English (LR). I wonder what the next oddball stamp the Swiss Post will issue? I have heard rumors
that it will be on ice from a receding glacier!!

On June 15, 2007, the twin towns of Laufenburg in canton Aargau and
Laufenburg, Baden celebrated their 800th anniversary. The Sondercancel (special
cancel) to be used beginning that day is shown in Figure 2 . This cancel will un-
doubtedly be converted to a K-cancel next year by removing the "800 Jahre" . The
cancel reads "Two countries, one city" marking the fact that the town actually

spans the Rhine river with a
German side and a Swiss side.
In the cancel Switzerland is on
the right and Germany is on the
left and the bridge connecting to two halves of the
town is shown under the cancel legend. Figure 3
gives a map showing how the town is split by the
Rhine. I would be curious to know what happened
to the bridge during the Second World War . It is
also interesting to note that on June 16, 2007,
Laufenburg, Germany, will use a special cancel
during the festivities on both sides of the river.
This cancel is in the typical German oval form but
shows essentially the same sky-
line but reversed with Germany
on the right and Switzerland on
the left.

On July, 2, 2007, the village of Bad Zurzach in canton Aargau will change
its name from Zurzach and replace its existing K-cancel, K417a, with a new de-
sign, K417b. The old cancel was last used on June 30, 2007 . The cancel, shown in
Figure 4, shows a symbolic mineral water spring advertising their thermal baths.
[I apologize for the lack of sharpness in the illustration . The high resolution file
the Swiss Post sent me was corrupt .]

On July 7, 2007, the villages of Bichelsee and Balterswilin in canton
Thurgau will be combined and begin using K-cancel K1431a . The cancel, shown
in Figure 5, reads "In southern Thurgau ". The abstract design is the logo of the
gemeinde . In color the swoop in the background is green
and the two diagonal pieces are red and blue, reflecting the
colors of the arms of each individual village, red for Bichel-
see and blue for Balterswil . The new K-cancel replaces two
K-cancels, K1308 of Balterwil and K1431 of Bichelsee,
which were last used on July 6, 2007.

In last month 's column I mentioned the Hergé-Tintin celebrations in Bulle.

Lausanne will also be having a «Festival Tintin» on July 7 and 8, 2007 . A special
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cancel will be available during the Festival's two days . This cancel is shown in Figure 6.

This installment of post office changes is as follows:

1. We have another «annonce tardive de la fermeture définitive du bureau de poste» . The post of-
fice at 2208 Les Hauts-Geneveys (canton Neuchâtel) was closed on July 9, 2005 [no assuming
post office given].

2.

	

On May 31, 2007, the post office at 7278 Davos Monstein (canton Graubünden) was closed [as-
sumed by 7270 Davos Platz 1]

3. On June 1, 2007, four post offices in canton Valais added a hyphen to their names : 3905 Saas
Almagell became 3905 Saas-Almagell ; 3906 Saas Fee became 3906 Saas-Fee ; 3908 Saas Balen
became 3908 Saas-Balen; and 3910 Saas Grund became 3910 Saas-Grund . The last two vil-
lages had K-cancels which were last used on May 31, 2007 (Saas Balen K1171, Saas Grund

K301b). I don't know if these two K-cancels were or will be reissued with the new typography.
Can one of our Swiss readers tell us why the hyphen suddenly became important?

4.

	

On June 1, 2007, the post office at 3723 Kiental (canton Bern) was closed . [assuming post office

not given] [K-cancel K141c was last used on that date]

5.

	

On June 9, 2007, the post office at 7138 Surcoulm (canton Graubünden) was closed [assumed
by 7138 Surcuolm (???)]

6.

	

On June 15, 2007, the post office at 3854 Oberried am Brienzersee (canton Bern) was closed [no
assuming post office given]

7.

	

On June 29, 2007, the following post offices were closed:

8965 Berikon 2 Dorf (canton Aargau) [assumed by 8965 Berikon 1] [K-cancel K1295a was last
used on that date]

1417 Essertines-sur-Yverdon (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1418 Vuarrens]

1660 L'Etivaz (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1660 Château-d'Oex]
3147 Mittelhäusern (canton Bern) [assumed by 3145 Niederscherli]

8.

	

On June 30, 2007, the following post offices were closed:

1172 Bougy-Villars (canton Vaud) [assumed by 1166 Perroy] [K-cancel K1305 was last used on
that date]

8590 Romanshorn 3 Hubzelg (canton Thurgau) [assumed by 8590 Romanshorn 1]

That will do it for this time . Please, share
your knowledge with your fellow collectors and an-
swer some of the questions they have posed through
my column. I thank those of you, like Michael Ruth-
erfoord, who regularly answer some of my questions.

12 TELL July 2007



AHPS Auction 139
Soldier stamps return en masse in this auction . Be sure not to overlook the soldier stamp col-

lection in the last section of the list . Some other collection lots are there as well . There is a nice selec-
tion of airmail covers . And, as usual, there is a selection of individual stamps from all eras.
Remember : bid early, high and often — and have fun!

The first catalog number in the description is generally Zumstein, followed by Scott (Sc ) as ap-
propriate . Values are from the 2006 Zumstein unless otherwise noted . The airmail covers are cata-
loged and priced by the Luftpost Handbuch; prices are from the 2000 edition. Soldier stamps are
priced by the Wittwer catalog . Catalog value is converted to dollars at the rate SFr . 1 = US$ 0 .80. All
lots are illustrated on the internet via the AHPS web site www .swiss-stamps.org.

Closing date for bids in this auction is July 26, 2007 . Please send bids to auction manager
Gordon Trotter by one of the following means : E-mail : auction@swiss-stamps .org . Mail: 10626 Fable
Row, Columbia, MD 21044 . E-mail bids are preferred and will be acknowledged . The deadline for
submitting lots for auction 140 is September 15, 2007.
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Edmund C. Walton
(Continued from page 5) cyclist, curler, and
friend of the environment.

Ed was a world class philatelist and a
gentleman in every way . His collections fo-
cused on the WW II postal history of Switzer-
land. He published many articles on this topic
and had an excellent exhibit on the subject. He
sent me a copy of his exhibit that I still use
regularly for reference. He was a fixture at all
AHPS conventions until ill health slowed him
down. The index of the Civil Censorship Study
group has many references by Ed, not just
Swiss material . Collectors could always write
to Ed with questions and receive detailed an-
swers quickly.

Ed will be sorely missed.
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The Other Pro Patria Item
by Richard T. Hall

Tell, Volume 33, No. 4 (July 2007)
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